glaber); omnis floris cum bibracteolis (non bibracteolis) differt. Affinis Astragalus karjaginii, sed foliis 7-14 jugus (non 4-6 jugus); omnis floris cum bibracteolis (nec ebracteolis); fructibus 10-12 mm longis (non 5-6 mm longis) differt.
Description: Dwarf cushion-forming shrublets, 25-40 cm tall, loosely branched from the base. Hairs on leaves 0.4-1 mm, on the calyx up to 3 mm long, mostly appressed, on vegetative part often straight and thin. Stem from a prostrate caudex ascending, up to 20 cm long, densely appressed-hairy below stipules, gradually glabrescent. Stipules yellowish whitish thinly membranous, hyaline at margins, 21-25 mm long, triangular-lanceolate, shortly acuminate at tip, 7-8 mm (one-third of their length) adnate to petiole, otherwise free from each other, with 16-17 parallel nerves at free portion, glabrous. Leaves 7-27 cm long; rachis thick, rigid, straight or curved, obliquely erect, sparsely spreading-hairy, soon glabrescent; petiole one-fifth to one-fourth as long as the rachis (3-6 cm long); leaflets 7-14 pairs, yellowish to light greenish, 4-26 × 1-6 mm, narrowly oblong-elliptic, acute at tip, with a mucro 0.5-1 mm long, prominently veined, sparsely or densely spreading hairy. Inflorescence dense, ovoid to cylindrical, 5-12 × 4-5 cm, composed of 4-10 flowered axillary clusters, flowers sessile. Bracts thinly membranous, yellowish white, 10-15 × 2-4 mm, lanceolate-oblong, navicular, acuminate, pilose at tip and base, ciliate at margins. Bracteoles 2 membranous pieces, yellowish whitish, 4-5 × 0.7-1 mm, lanceolate, subulate to linear, distinctly shorter than calyx, glabrous at base. Calyx white to green, turbinate, with green or purple teeth, 20-22 mm long, with 13-15 parallel nerves, densely pilose; teeth 10-12 mm long, as long as or longer than the tube, pilose. Corolla pink to purple, claws of wings and keel 5-6 mm adnate to staminal tube. Standard 24-27 mm long; limb 14-18 × 8-10 mm, oblong-pandurate, constricted at lower part, rounded at tip; claw 7-9 mm long, narrowly cuneate. Wings 22-25 mm long; limbs 9-11 × 2.5-4 mm, oblong, obtuse at apex; auricle 0.8-1 mm long; claw 12-15 mm long, 1.2-1.5 times longer than limb. Keel 18-20 mm long; limb 7-8 × 2.7-3 mm long, elliptic, with broadly curved lower edge and concave upper edge, minutely mucronulate at tip; claw 12-14 mm long, 1.5 times longer than limb. Stamens 18-21 mm long, on upper part 5-6 mm free from each other. Ovary 20-24 mm long, densely covered by short sericeous hairs; style 14-16 mm long, hairy at base or up to lower half. Fruits dorsoventrally compressed, 10-12 mm long, about 3 mm high and 5-6 mm wide, ovate to oblong-elliptic, densely covered by villous hairs; beak 1-2 mm long, straight or hooked. Seeds light to dark brown, brown with black spots, 3-3.5 × 2 mm, elliptic, reniform. Fl.6, Fr.8.
Etymology:
This species is named in honour of a plant collector and the father of Seher Karaman Erkul.
Distribution and ecology: Astragalus yukselii is endemic, restricted to Hadim (Konya), and an IranoTuranian element. It grows on roadsides and steppe, between 1500 and 1600 m. The new species is closely related to A. isauricus (Figure 2) .
Conservational status: The specimens were collected in C4 Konya (Hadim), where the species seems to be very local. It is known only from the type locality. The range of this local endemic species is restricted to a single location (IUCN criteria B1a). Human activities, especially roadwidening works, are threatening the species. Populations are pure, with an area of occupancy smaller than 10 km 2 , and according to field observations, it is estimated that the total number of individuals of these endemic species does not exceed 70-80 in its single locality (criteria B2a and C). Therefore, we suggest that Astragalus yukselii should be evaluated as critically endangered (CR), according to the IUCN (2010) Red List categories and criteria.
Discussion
Astragalus yukselii is closely related to A. isauricus and A. karjaginii by having membranous stipules (Table) . With the exceptions of A. isauricus and A. karjaginii, the members of sect. Macrophyllium have chartaceous or papery stipules. Astragalus isauricus is the only species of the section with a restricted distribution area. A. karjaginii and the others are common in the Irano-Turanian phytochorion (Zarre, 2000) .
Astragalus yukselii is distinguishable from A. isauricus by spreading hairy leaflets (not glabrous); pilose bracts at apex and base that are ciliate at margins (not glabrous); bracteoles 2 membranous pieces (not absent); calyx densely pilose and 20-22 mm long (not densely appressedvillous and shorter than 15 mm); elliptic, broadly curved lower edge and concave upper edge as well as minutely mucronulate keel (not triangular-oblong, with rectangular lower edge and straight upper edge); stamens free at upper 5-6 mm (not 3 mm); fruit 10-12 mm long (not 8-10 mm) (Figure 3) .
Astragalus yukselii is also comparable to A. karjaginii, but can be distinguished by the following characteristics: A. yukselii is 25-40 cm tall (not 20-30 cm); its stipules are triangular-lanceolate (not ovate to broadly ovate); leaflets 7-14 pairs (not 4-6 pairs); inflorescence ovoid to cylindrical, longer than wide (not globose, wider than long); 2 bracteoles present (not absent); calyx densely pilose, 20-22 mm long (not 13-18 mm); fruits 10-12 × 5-6 mm (not 5-6 × 3-3.5 mm). 
